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Shooting club targeting OK’d 
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HOLLIS – The Lone Pine Hunters Club could be closer to getting the approvals it needs to open, according to a Planning Board official who says the state Department of Environmental Services is expected to finish reviewing a remediation plan and make a recommendation to the board late next month.

“Our expectation is that we’ll have a response in our hands by the June meeting,” said Planning Board vice chairman Doug Gagne.

The Planning Board met Tuesday with Jason Pelchat, an environmental scientist from Terracon Consultants, the Manchester firm hired by the hunters’ club to analyze the soil and come up with a remediation plan.

The company is offering two options: one that involves cleaning the soil on site and leaving it there; and another that would use the same cleaning technology but afterward move the treated soil.

The first option, leaving the soil in place, would cost about $231,000. By contrast, moving the treated soil would raise the cost to $508,000, Gagne said.

Last fall, for the second time in three years, the sporting club applied to the board to operate, but without asking, as it had previously, to reopen its trap and skeet ranges.

The application was delayed while the board waited for the state Department of Environmental Services to approve testing protocols for the pistol and rifle ranges and a plan for operating with the least amount of damage to soil and water on the property.

The DES approved Terracon’s testing plans and is now in the process of reviewing a “Remediation Action Plan” by the firm.

According to Gagne, whose education and professional background are in soil science and horticulture, the cleaned soil would be classified as “non-hazardous waste” and under state regulation may be left where it is or removed.

The EPA, he continued, says the cleaning process, which has been in use since the 1980s, is effective for 1,000 years. But some board members want to know if other sites have been tested since the process was established.

Gagne said the same remediation process could also be used to clean up the trap and skeet shooting ranges on the club’s property.

The current application, however, excludes a request to reopen trap and skeet activities.

That decision stems from a longtime feud between the club and its neighbors, and it’s likely that resident opposition, including a legal fight could resurface.

The club, which has been closed for a number of years, has been at the center of one of the longest and most contentious and expensive cases in the Planning Board’s history. The club closed as a result of a lawsuit in Hillsborough County Superior Court and two Supreme Court decisions.

The conflict began when neighbors, primarily from Hannah Drive, began to complain about noise from the sporting club. Later, residents expressed concerns about possible ground and water pollution from lead left by spent bullets and from clay pigeons.

Samples taken in 2008 from a section of the property revealed unsafe lead levels in wetlands and surface water, but not groundwater, according to Terracon.

In 2000, the sporting club applied for and received a special exception from the Zoning Board of Adjustment, paving the way for the Planning Board site plan application. This followed a series of complaints and lawsuits that found that the club was operating illegally since it had never been authorized to open.

After a series of back-and-forth court rulings on the legality of the club’s existence, the club filed an unsuccessful site plan application in March 2006.

In the fall of 2008, the club returned to the Planning Board with a new application for a site plan approval, similar to the previous one, but with one exception: it excluded skeet and trap shooting.

Last fall, the application was delayed while the board waited for the state DES to approve the testing protocols and an operating plan with the least impact on the soil and water.

DES approved the testing plans. Now, the board is waiting for a recommendation from DES on the cleanup, the next step in the application process.
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