No chronic-wasting disease in NH deer
New Hampshire’s white-tailed deer population shows no evidence of chronic wasting disease (CWD, sometimes calls the deer/elk version of “mad cow disease”), based on data gathered during the 2009 hunting season, according to New Hampshire Fish and Game. This material is swiped from their press release:

Deer Biologist Kent Gustafson recently received results from a federally certified veterinary diagnostic laboratory that indicate that all the deer tissue samples taken during last fall’s hunting season tested negative for CWD. A total of 439 tissue samples were tested.
Chronic wasting disease is a neurological disorder that is fatal to white-tailed deer, mule deer, elk and moose. First found in the Midwest in 1978, it has slowly spread and now exists as close at upstate New York. During the fall 2009 deer hunting season, New Hampshire Fish and Game collected heads from hunter-killed deer across the state for testing. The monitoring is part of a nationwide effort, financially supported by USDA-Veterinary Services, to identify areas with CWD. As a result of these efforts, 3,164 deer have been tested in New Hampshire since testing began in 2002. Hunters can legally bring back only deboned meat, antlers, upper canine teeth and/or hides or capes with no part of the head attached from places where CWD has been detected.

The World Health Organization has concluded that there is no evidence that people can become infected with CWD. Current information suggests that CWD is most likely transmitted by an abnormal protein present in the nervous system and lymphatic tissue of infected animals. These abnormal proteins are very stable and may persist in the environment for long periods, posing a risk to animals that come into contact with them.

For more information, visit the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department site.

Additional information on the disease can be found from the Chronic Wasting Disease Alliance 

